AZ poll results for 8-9 BIH position shot
http://CueTable.com/P/?@4HAOA1IAnU4cAOA4ceTS3cale3caUe@
We received about 40 answers (I might have lost a couple). My reasoning for this question was just to see how we’re all thinking and maybe to see how different levels are thinking. Attached is a word document that has this list of choices and the added replies underneath (with names taken out, I think I’ll double check that right now) I like that we all post our opinions but I think when we do it publicly in words it might be a little different than how we would REALLY play certain shots but we did pretty good here, I heard a lot of honesty in the messages sent. Thanks for taking the time to participate, sorry it took me so long to get your results back.
For those that wanted to know how I would play it, I would go 3-4 rails with low outside because I believe that’s what the shot tells me to do. I try to live by entering the position zone from the correct direction and using the rails & spin to help control my speed. If it were a tight table or situation and I’m not feeling up to par I might set up under the 8 and just follow past the side but if you’re not feeling good, even that is doggable and in which case you should probably just do what it is you know you should do!

Like I said at the beginning there really is no right or wrong answer, there’s only what we would do and what we learn.

No Rail, under the 8 and draw straight down table

1 B-B+

1 I can't play a lick;)

1 Rail (the end rail nearest the 8) going straight down to the other end rail

1 C level

1 “C” player
High inside just 1 rail and not touching either long rail

6th choice for 1 solid “B” player, only with a gun to my head basicly.

High outside off end rail to neither long rail

1 low-mid "B" level
35-45 degree angle with 2 tips of top, no side spin, end rail and I think long rail just past the side, end rail

1 knowledgeable players 1st choice

High inside off the end rail and to the long rail just past the side

1 8 ball player kinda new to 9 ball

High inside to end rail, long rail, long rail

1 Solid B 2nd shot of choice
High outside to the long rail & long rail 

1 Solid “B” player 4th choice but admits to losing cb for scratch
1  skill level is probably average to slightly above average

1  Low "A" Player

1   once ss speed

1   I am a B here in, so perhaps a C in larger US cities

Slight center draw or touch of outside, end rail and then just past side pocket on same side of table.

1 regional B player
1  low-mid "B" level
Under the 8 with an angle that would get me past the side with natural top

1 2nd choice for pro

1 “A” player

1 Solid “B” 1st choice of 6

1  "A" player
1  APA 7 and 9

2 knowledgeable & experienced players 
Under the 8, no spin just stun down past the side to the long rail

1 regional B player
1 Semi Pro, top regional does this with a touch of draw.

Draw straight back with low outside to cross table past side

1 solid “B” 3rd choice

1 Unknown level

3 Rails with Low outside, end rail, long rail, long rail, end rail
2 pros 

1 A

1 unknown speed

1 I would think “C” or below
1 50 yrs experience level not sure

2nd choice for low “A”

2nd choice for 1 knowledgeable player

1 solid “B” 5th choice doesn’t like the pocket accepting the outside spin

1  B/B+ Player
10                      2 second choices
I have two answers 
A Little Low Left 



but not too low..........

thats basically it Joe. give yourself some angle to pocket the 8-Ball in the top left pocket, just a little low left, semi-firm, and you should come around 3 rails for the 9-Ball.

 I think I'd set the cue ball slightly higher up the table than the 8, about 12 to 18 inches from it, on about a 45 degree angle, and slight draw the shot  2 rails  around the lower left corner, following a path through the center of the table to eliminate any scratches and fall on the 9 near the top right of the long rail.
I'd place the cue ball above and to the left of the 8ball and use the natural angle(maybe a hair of top) to put the ball off the bottom rail in the lower 2 by 1 diamond box.

I've been playing pool since I was about 8 on a regular basis and at a high level for the past 5 or 6 years. I'm 23. I really don't remember what level(ranking/grading) I was at since I haven't been playing in tournaments for a while.

I would place the cue a little below the eight towards the endrail and slide 1 rail down to the nine, I like shooting this shot better even if shooting to a semi blind pocket and the speed is easy. I'm a b or b+ I guess and can run out in 9ball about 3 out of 7 in a race to 7.--
Joe, I would place the cue ball so that I cut the 8 into either corner pocket with the cue ball hitting the foot rail with low running english drawing it from the 8 to the foot rail and then the left side rail and past the side pocket to the opposite side rail (reverses the english to slow the cue ball down for easier speed control).  The other angle shots (one rail to the foot rail or one rail to the side rail) are potential scratches if not hit well.  JMHO!  Let me know how radical YOU think this is....seems like a natural draw stroke with running english to me.

 50 years of on & off experience

Hey, Joe.  If I were just messing around, I might draw around three rails (short, long, long), but if I really had to get out, I think I’d go with the natural.  I’d just give myself an angle to hit somewhere above the side pocket and hope to get my speed halfway close
probably mid-B to low A High run at straight pool is 75, but I can count all of the times I’ve played the game on one hand; I’ve run nearly as many balls (60-some) at 9-ball, lol.

With ball in hand I would set up the cue ball really close to where the bottom of the rack would be if you are looking at the table diagram.  Then I would put the 8 ball in the upper left corner pocket.  The cue ball would have about 2 tips of top spin on it.  Therefore the cue would hit the short rail by the 8 ball travel down table hit the long rail up top and be in a fairly good position for the 9 ball.  (At least I hope that is how it would work!)

I am fairly new to the whole 9 ball game.  I play a lot of 8 ball, and I have only been taking instruction and working on my game for the last year.  I have played for about 10 years, but I never had any instruction until last year.  Last year I really learned I don't know crap and had to change everything to my game in order to make me more consistent. 

Ok, I am sorry about my last answer.  I set up the shot and immediately my brain came up with another answer.   

I would sit the cue ball closer to the bottom of the diagram between the 1st and 2nd diamond.   I would shoot the shot with about a tip of follow and about a tip of right English.  Hopefully the cue ball would hit the short rail by the eight.  The eight would fall into the pocket.  The cue would come around and hit the long rail between the side pocket, and upper right corner pocket.  This should leave me in a fairly good spot for the 9 ball.

Joe...To me, the simplest approach is best.  Since you have ball in hand, set up a 40 degree angle, aim two tips high, and shoot the 8 in at a good  speed swing (medium speed).  You don't need ANY sidespin for this shot.   The CB goes to the short rail and rolls up two cushions uptable, for straight in shape on the 9.  This shot is a no brainer, as long as you hit the correct speed...and pocket the 8!

 

Joe...The other option that immediately comes to mind, is the same start and end location for the CB...except this time, after setting up the same angle on the 8 ball, you draw the CB three rails using low left spin, and again a medium firm speed swing, for position on the 9 ball.   This one is also relatively foolproof, as long as you can draw the CB.

Sorry Joe, it's been a long day.  Taking ball in gland this time, even

 with the 8, about a 

diamond off the rail, I hit it crisply, with draw, and got on the 9

 without hitting a rail before 

bouncing off the rail by the 9, just a bit.  Had to do it twice to get

 the speed right.

I can't play a lick;)
Attached are 6 ways to play the shot (obviously there are many more  

still).  I have a text description on each one.  Choice 1 is my  

favorite by a large margin.

I am a solid B player when I use the Stroke Trainer and am in  

stroke.  I'm a C+ player when I'm out of stroke.  I've been playing  

and gambling for 15 years, and I've been around some strong players  

on the East Coast.  I am a bit unorthodox in that I really like  

spinning the ball and using the rails when I can.  I play all games,  

including 3C.

Under the 8 with top to hit long rail after the side pocket

High inside following short rail long rail, long rail. Inside helps the pocket accept the ball better.

Draw straight back with low outside and cross table after opposite side

High outside o the long rail and back to other long rail but I’ve lost the cue ball a few times to scratch.

Drawing 3 rails with low outside, recognize that many players will go this way but think the pocket doesn’t accept outside English as well and you could dog the draw and the angle becomes unpredictable

1 rail off the end rail directly up table absolutely the worst shot.

Power draw low left straight back to the bottom rail across past the oposite side pocket to about the second diamond for about a half ball cut 9 ball to the bottom pocket.

Level?

The 8 looks to be 1/2 diamond for foot rail or 6.25" from foot rail (if it's a 9 ft. table).

I would place the cue ball one diamond down and about 5.25" from foot rail. Use top spin with a hair right english to play two rails to shoot the 9 in the upper right corner.

My skill level is probably average to slightly above average...I guess. Not sure what to compare it to

Joe, I would place the cue ball so that I cut the 8 into either corner pocket with the cue ball hitting the foot rail with low running english drawing it from the 8 to the foot rail and then the left side rail and past the side pocket to the opposite side rail (reverses the english to slow the cue ball down for easier speed control).  The other angle shots (one rail to the foot rail or one rail to the side rail) are potential scratches if not hit well.  JMHO!  Let me know how radical YOU think this is....seems like a natural draw stroke with running english to me.

I would play the CB 3, possibly 4 rails in order to avoid any weird roll or scratch.  I’d prob leave about a 45 degree angle on the 8 and use either low right (if CB on top of the 8 on the diagram) or low left (CB below the 8 on the diagram).  Play it medium speed with a lot of snap, focusing on a lot on spin and my angle off the 1st rail.  The result almost always brings you into the middle diamond (bottom-right quadrant of the diagram) of the long rail.  If you hit it slightly hard, the speed will take you to the 4th rail and leave you straight-in.  Normal speed leaves an easy shot as intended.  Too soft leaves a harder but makeable cut.

I’ve lost $ over the years playing other positions due to some retarded 1 in 10 roll that results in no shot or scratch.  This route seems to lock it up for me personally.  

High run of 75, 9 ball run outs pretty easy I just all of a sudden dog it once in a while.

Joe...there are a number of ways, as I'm sure you are aware, to play this shot from the 8-ball to the 9-ball, many of which may depend on the speed of the table, the cloth, and even the type of balls in play.
Generally speaking, however, I would tend to position the cue ball about 6-8" from the 8-ball with an angle that would automatically throw the cue ball after pocketing the 8-ball approximately 1/2 way up the rail above the side pocket...this shot is struck with a solid, but not hard stroke, with just enough speed to have the cue ball travel most of the length of the table...by having the cue ball hit the side rail above the side pocket, it lessens the possibility of scratching, while providing a good angle from which to eventually pocket the 9-ball.
If you feel comfortable in understanding and visualizing my shot pattern, you may feel free to include it in your re-cap of the survey.
I'm currently playing at a SL-8 in the A.P.A. League
 Joe, 
I would approach this shot (2) ways- about evenly... depending on my mood, table conditions, etc... 

"Most" of the time- with good balls, clean cloth, nice rails, .. and I have a good read for the speed of the table I would shoot this:
**I would try to be sure I took the corner pocket out of the equation by concentrating on hitting it short. This leaves a large margin of error in speed.      High outside, long rail, long rail

If I have to play on a barbox with dirty cloth with unpredictable rails/speed- and have to crush it to get downtable... I shoot this: 
**This is a very common shot for me that I have ALOT of confidence in... otherwise, it may seem a bit too dependant on conditions. But I find it particularly useful on very dirty /slow equipment,                   Low outside 3 rails, end rail, LR, LR, ER

My qualifications: Low "A" Player, usually top 3 of my league (VNEA/APA),  APA 7 (8ball) 9 (9ball), Qualified for the US Amatuer in 2005 (finished 33-48),

Obviously the simplest thing to do is to set up a simple tangent line

 shot and hammer the eight in an end pocket. The 

disadvantages are that the eight ball may pop out of the pocket and cue

 ball speed is tricky. Kill shots from a 20-30º 

angle work well for speed control but they flirt with the corner

 pocket.

My solution is to stay with the KISS theory. Set up with the cue ball

 slightly closer to the end rail than the eight and 

use running english to send the cue ball down table. This only requires

 a moderately firm shot so the eight sinks easily 

and this shot has the advantage that hitting one, two, or three rails

 with the cue ball still leaves an easy shot on the 

nine so speed is not critical.

I think this was long rail to long rail

Experienced and once ss speed
I would place the cb a little to the left of the 8 (closer to the rail). Then shoot with a medium speed with a little follow so the cb hits the top right rail in diagram about 1½ diamonds from the pocket. I am an "A" player.

I would put the cue ball on a line parallel to the foot rail with the 8 ball or perhaps a little closer to the rail and use high English to hit about midway on the long rail closest to the 9.  I should end up on the head rail or close to it.  I am rated an APA 7 and 9 or probably a mid to high B.

Joe  -  I would shoot it this way... I would place whitey ~3/4 of a

diamond from the 8... and even with the 8.. meaning whitey would be 1/2

diamond from the end rail (same as the 8)... and I would cut the 8 into

the upper left-hand pocket in your diagram (of course).

I would shoot the shot with ~1/4 to 1/2 tip of follow... a stun shot...

stroked somewhat firmly depending on the exact table conditions... my

rail target for whitey is for it to contact the upper (long) rail

exactly at 2 diamonds from the head rail... my target speed is for

whitey to stop immediately after making contact at my rail target... my

thought process is this approach would give me the least chance of

scratching... with a margin of error on my cue ball speed... and

additionally, I wouldn't have to juice whitey up much to move him

up-table for position on the 9. 
Obviously, there are other ways to shoot this shot... but I like the

approach above because it best balances the following... making the

 8...

avoiding a scratch... and getting back up table for the 9.... all

without having to juice the shit outa whitey.
Regarding my skill level... I'm a regional B player
I had almost this exact show come up a couple of weeks ago in a local weekly tournament.  I opted to play with a little draw wanting to come straight back up table, if I hit a side rail I would still had good shape on the nine.  That was the plan, the reality was I used a bit too much draw and scratched in the side.  I could probably not scratch in the side off that shot on purpose with 10 tries, but in a game every time! 

Thinking about it now, I think a bit of high would be better.  Off the bottom rail and straight up table to the right of the nine.  My only real concern is a scratch in the corner.

Smooth stroke with a tinge of low, running english. Mainly to avoid the side pocket and spin it gently toward the back rail.

This was playing under the 8 going past the side to the long rail “B” player
Frankly, this is one of those shots that can give me fits and I might play differently from one day to the next, depending on how well I'm playing.  Most days I would probably put the cueball on the 2nd diamond uptable from the 8, about 1 diamond off the side rail.  I would hit the shot softly with a little follow and a little left english.  My goal would be to softly slow-roll the CB down the side rail and possibly even contact the side rail between the side pocket and corner (to avoid a corner scratch), leaving an easy cut on the 9 (or maybe straight-in depending on my speed judgment).   I play a low-mid "B" level. 

2-3 rails, low outside but long rail just past the side not before, always staying on the same side of the table. Play it with a little low left...just enough to drag it along the long rail.  I figure I have the most room for error this way.  If I hit it too hard, I get to the short rail, if too soft, as long as I get to the long rail, I should still have a good angle on the 9.

I'd set up a reasonable cut on the 8 to either corner, and go two rails … running-follow to one long rail, bounce through the center of the table to the other long rail about 1.5 daimonds from the head-rail.  Hopefully I’d hit it hard enough to come a few inches off the second long rail, but I'd have a shot even if I don't quite get there.

I am a B here in, so perhaps a C in larger US cities, 



My preferred approach to the shot:  Place the cueball a little up table from the 8 and use low-outside, so that the running English brings the cueball 3/4 rails (short-long-long-short) for the 9-ball.
One cushion. Set up a follow shot that is roughly half-ball to hit the side cushion two diamonds the other side of the side pocket. Very experienced in both play and instruction.
I think you know my speed - somewhere below struggling pro and moderately successful regional player.

 

My first thought was to place the cue ball between the 8 and the lower left corner pocket slightly closer to the 8. Then back cut the

8 and have the cue ball just miss the top side pocket and drift onto the 9. When I first set this up, I realized that I'd have to draw the

cue slightly to avoid the side pocket scratch. This made the shot a little more difficult as I was hoping for a natural cue ball path.

 

Then, I figured to put the cue ball the same distance from the end rail and follow forward into the upper left side rail and then the lower

right side rail and head towards the 9. My first shot almost scratched in the lower right corner. You have to force this a little bit

which makes the angles a little unpredictable.

 

So I went back to my first shot and used a little draw to pass the side pocket. I like that when it rebounds off that rail, the angle

is shallow and rolls up to the end rail straight on the 9. The 2 rail follow shot can go bad if you shy away from the corner and use

too much speed. You can easily end up with no shot. This angle problem is the same if you use high inside and go end rail,

upper left side rail and lower left side rail.

 

I didn't like stunning the cue straight down table with the speed and scratch problems. Drawing the cue straight back and spinning

down table is also unpredictable but useful when you get stuck. One rail using the end rail was also a less predictable angle for

me and scratch possibility.

 

So anyway, my final answer (without phoning a friend) is to back cut the 8 at medium slow speed with a little draw to miss the upper

side pocket hitting the upper right rail and floating onto the 9 at a safe angle.

 

Great question!

