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A word badly misused, though sanc-

tified m the leading morajiati of all
tilMi h. It BUB llttO bring DO doubt
tiecuusc nf the instinct of man to eon
tent , to Combat, another. Vet there
WH nix) a certain playfulneai about
It to enter into a spirit of pure fun.
But Mjrta havn come tiptoeing
through tho centuries, attaining great
iupremaoy here and descending to low
depths' there, until widening over a
circle a lug as the earth itself.

All peoples demanded iporte. It mat-
tered little the form, bo there was the
indulgence In a pastime n moment
when energies must have full swing,
Whether in rivalry r in mere play.

EuMtor Augustus, in looking out
from bin palai'e upon the great Circus
Muiimul, holding over limnuM) people,
aw the pent-u- forces of the human

empire Indulging a diversion. Tim
Coliseum, not far from the circus, wit-Bin-

another form of pastime a real
combative contes- t- the gladiator strug-
gling for the upper hand. Even In timo
cf war, the Honmns regarded as great
fun the famous catapult, which only
manifested another way of directing
certain energies. The Trojan horHe,
while Itipposlng to aid the soldiers to
ci.ter tli gates of Troy and thus spring
h coup, was purely a sport, even if his
toiiaus term it allegorical

Tho bull fights, while brutal nnil
and therefore condemned

people, still mo acclaimed in Spain
atld Mexico; a pecular "port, indeed, but
the. kind the people of those countries
i'h'oy.
I Soon thoro will bo assembled in
Ntoekholin, in the great Stadium,

of nil countries, men who
will participate in nearly every conceiv-
able spott known to modern civilization.

'I hey are all sports. Thoso of early
history were no less so than thoao of
the present time. They arc sports be
cnuse humanity must express Itself in
Come folm, and this expression ot'teuest
follow! the most moral lines; when it

fuils to, tho sport decline's quickly; tho
former representing the continuity of
tleavage; the latter re; roMntlQg tho
Sporadic burst of tlie moment.

There is another virile element in the
liiiman makeup. While this form has
the added virtue of bringing both sexes
5n closer union, without the oxerclac of
nnything greater than oscillatory pow-

ers, still It must be classed as a sport.
Thus, there are the games of "post-Office,-

of "kissing bees" and of "all
hands around," probably t pitying, in
Western civilization lit least, a diver-b4o-

mora far reaching and more effect-
ive than chariot race or gladiatorial
Contests, if definite connections of MX0I
are an index.

Tins casual review tells in a word how
men have got an ay from the dally care;
disuniting responsibility and freedom,
and thrown themselves into the whirl
til relaxation.

But diversion is not always for the.
out of doors. Truly, men love to see

"two ddwn," one on third, and a clean
Mngle to the field, giving the run lice
cssiiry lo win; or "with ten yards to
gain" push the pigskiu over for the
lieccssnty touchdown; or, furthermore,
ace a si.it jumper leap loo feet In the
air and clenr the best mark made. li

this lifts a Saturday afternoon crowd
to its feet amid deafening din. Still,
all cannot get out of doors or do not
wish tol

Then whatf To another dlvcraion,
and this brings to mind the most sci
cniific of spoils- - tho game of billiards;
and scientific for the reason that greater
lirain power and mental DOlet are re
qnlred than in any other pastime which
yieldl on equal iimouut of physical li
,A crsion.

Billiard' is not of recent creation. It
.as not come up along with other mod-

rn sports. In truth, it began its ex
istence about tho time the charioteers
V i re driving foor abrenst or when Han

liibal was lining his May over the Alps
Jrom Carthago in a vain attempt to
lislndg Bciplo and wrest tho crown

from toe imperial Homnn".
Tbe antbority is Shakespeare, and who

doubts this mi gel But the great buret

refers tnore especially to the time of
Mare Antony, which, or course, does not

remove it from Homnn activity of the
ana period.

But billiards then and billiards tow
are, manifestly, two varying k;-- of

aport. What precise form il to- - in

rnrly history is not clear, save that
there wa some flat surface about which

lialls were knocked, clearly indicating
the diversion proclivity; confined, li"

tlouht, to those of less muscular power.
There was no hurrah about the gano

at so early a date. There was nothing

to excite the populace, or to draw the

lance lit retaliation of an offense. It
was much after the game of present
day quoits, or horseshoe throwing, in Its
Duifli and gentle manifestations.

- ill It continued a sport. On up
through history It found claim among

the Naraans, among tie French, which
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nst had given It a great impetus. Mary,
tucon of Scots, delighted iu the pas-

time, which was denied her as an early
form of punishment, The Henry king
and tho French potentates indulged it
freely.

America saw it among the Huguenots
in South Carolina and the Hollandera,
the progenitors of the Knickerbockers,
on Manhattan island.

Washington, Jaffefion, Hamilton and
Li Fayette played it with test at a time
when billiards was the solo diversion
from I'uritnnic laws.

This was the game of billiards in tho
beginning; and the only itigma that
may be cast upon it was that, unlike,
and probably in opposition to, the pie-

blans, the aristocracy took to it and
made it worth while. It is quite ca y,
therefore, to draw an invisible line be-

tween those who took to tho arena for
the commoner sport and those who pre-

ferred the drawn portiere of the pal-

aces for theirs. But both, in the same
Invilibteneaa, worked toward a common
point the relaxation nf muscle and
nerve with as definite a broadening of
the mind as possible.

But no game of sports ever has re-

mained erietoaratio, even though nur-

tured by wealth and power. The reason
for this is precise; since what is good
for one Individual is surely good for an
other, (iolf, which undoubtedly was
originally a rich man's diversion, is
played today by all clas.es on the put"
lie links of the large cities. Tennis,
Which "tarted In a Vacant space next to
a nun. si, .ii or well to do home, spread
rapidly and became n common pastime
for all peoples. Conversely, base ball,
thai began as "two o' cut" on a rub
lot half a century ago, and disdained by
affluence, is witnessed today by tens of
thousands of the upper claiSCI who score
it with 'punctuality and exactness; and
revel iu recalling an exciting play in a
tense moment.

Human force are nliko among all na-

tion. The only doubt that enter into
their calculations Is as to prai't icability.
What may be converted Into use may
be regarded as largely permanent, or
until such time as the sport undergoes A

change made necessary by conditions.

Billiards is not different. Naturally,
therefore, the human bind should con
,eivc that simply a fiat surface were
no( enough there inut be regulations
that permit of more versatility and more
science. This came about through the
application of thought.

If n table had one hole in it. Into
which balls were knocked, why should
it not have six holest If the cue in the
early tages was crooked at one end,

why should it not be straight, if cxperi
enco indicated that greater exactness
Il execution resulted! And whv an
everly large surface, when a reduced
plane were ennighf

Historv i probably full of sport that
failod. Many a form . f entertainment
ha come up rapidly only to pa away
as quickly. Attempts have 1 n made,
no doubt, to revive them, but with no
success.

The reason is clear. The sport did not
meet any human need. Or, if it did,
it ws, so misused that confidence never
ha been restored.

The fart, therefore, that the gsme of
billiard ha survived and grown to such
tremendous proportions, etablihs pos-

itively t'r.vt It has more than met a hu
man need. The complement of billiards

pocket billiard", or what wss formerly
called pool, where the balls are driven
into potket has kept pace with It

It 1 the only sport with a real his
tory that has survived Chariot raees
are seen no more outalde of the Amer-

ican circus and then In such a small way
aa to convey little idea of what they
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were In the ime of the Romans. Oladia-toria- l

contests, if attempted now, would
excite the public com 'ienco to a state
of utter riot. The Marathon race, or the
long distance running race, a survival in
part of early times, is even passing out
"f favor, though conducted on vastly
moro humane lines than the original
rac. s. The last one run st the Olympic
game In London, when a contestant was
doped and dragged over the finish line,
i still a sickening reminder of its fail-

ure as u sport.
But the game of has hnd no

easy pnth to its present position ns a
Soon after Its firm establish-

ment in the I'nited States, or its wide
indulgence by the American people in
'he early T(M, onslaughts were made
upon it with telling results.

Following the previously stated line of
reasoning, all classes took to billiard
and pocket billiard. It was a fashion
to have a pocket table in the rear of a
saloon, ns an autldotc to too much drink-
ing or as a stimulant to drinking. Tt

seemed to work both ways. U thus be-

came one of thoso easily convertible
agencies, depending on tho whim or pur-
pose of the proprietor.

Naturally, when the player were at
play and partaking of driuk, one would
place a bet on the outcome of the game.
There was no prohibition against it.
I'he result was to contaminate it and to
spread tbe information that thl young
man and that was being ruined in o

nnd so' billiard hall, even when the
gambling or drinking was greatly over-

estimates!.
Rut It meant a enisadc that lived long.

Every religious or social organisation in
the neighborhood took up the cry and
conditions were changed, a they should
have been. There are placec art ill that
sre not free from this Influence, but the
number haa beea reduced by fully 73

par eeak

It would seem iu consequence that
other b.mei J ii.fl.o-nce- would spring up.
But nut so. tyuite tho contrary. Where
there was one saloon with one or more
tables, in a radius of two blocks or more,
there are now two ami more billiard
hall, conducted strictly as billiard halls,
and affording diversion both to the

oui.g and to the old In tho evening
liter the day's work is done.

This applies particularly to the cities
... V. . , I... I. ,.( it i...,.i.in nr.. n.iT ,nHUDII 'loin ut ui.tioi'.u jpjpj

any at pie think. And in the small Jtowns, loose ranging population uum
.')O0 to 10,000, a peron could not ur- -

taan years ago suggest a uhium or
pocket billiard hall without receiving'
the instant condemnation of the local
authorities, but today there are many
Splendidly appointed and conducted
balls that are run without question.

A pertinent illustration afforded
that shows how people may come to
change their minds about a sport. A
small town in Missouri, noted for its
zinc mines, refused to allow billiard
hr.lls, putting tb" license fee o high as
to make it prohibitive. But there was
a certain class of men, two banker, one
prominent lawyer and one business man,
Who had a hobby for foot races. Thoy
loved nothing better than to eee a foot
race and they were willing to gamble
on the outcome.

This fact was communicated to a
professional foot racer, who, with two
confederates, one to be bis opponent,
swept down upon this horde of hungry
parasite one day and proposed a race,
the contestants by design never having
seen one another before. Tho "promi-
nent men" bit heavily at the bait.
Large sums wero put up; tho raco was
run ami the "prominent men" were
stung, losing all told $5,000.
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billiards

The hue nnd cry, as may bo imag-
ined, was long and deafening. "Tho
very idea of such an outrage being per- -

's good citiaeni fw
But it was perpetrated. Tbe profee- - J

'Muu raven in now serving nine iu
fedora prison but what alaaf

Tho banker, who afterwards became
mavor in order to rid the town of such
impostors, wns personally responsible for
tbe reduction in tho lieense fee for
billiard halls and the town today has
:lve well conducted places, and no foot
racers.

But the evolution of a sport seldom
depend on sentiment thero must bo
back of It genuine conviction that it
ha-- a place for good In any community.

Wl Ich means that men nro not idly
persuaded. With a volume of abuse lev-- I

led against the billiard hall, because of
eertalu practice, if not a misunder
standing, it would appear that tho aver
age ruin would tight agninst its exten

ion.
But this did not happen, to the extent

one might believe. In fact, the con-

dition, as above shown, had the effect
nf opening up other avenues where the

could joyed and firmly gave
it a wholesome position.

There nro in the Cnlted States todoy
nearly i.ooo Y. M. 0. A. organizations
that have one or more billiard tabloa for
the use of the members, where a few
year ago there were only a handful.
The number of churches that have
tallies, for purely diversion purposes,
is also great; and the number of homes
that are not complete without this pas-
time runs into the thousands a short
while ago there were scarce enough to
speak of.

In large cities there arc billiard hall
that cot, for the satire equipment, ap-
proximately SO.OOO, and the number
that range from $10,000 to MS.OOO U
large. Gradating down to the hamlet,
there is to be found the billiard tad
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Docket billiard table, the room well
lighted, cleanly kept, and conducted in
ntiro conformity to local laws.

In addition to the pastime feature i

mother, the product of modern ideas of
lealth building. And it seems strange
that this feature ha application to
uore than HO per cent, of people who
leek diversion, whereas it might bo fig
ured that other sports would come iu
for a certain share. That foafuro is tho
onic property of the game lessening

tbe strain on brain caused by overwork;
relieving tense nerves, for the samo rea- -

on, and mulling more supple tho muscles
that have grown flabby through disuse.

The educational feature is of no less
importance Kor the game of billiards
cannot be played with the eyos shut
and the mind closed. Tho exactness
of it scientific qualities !nlls forth
every brain faculty the player possesses

making sure that this or that concep-
tion of a shot is correct by tho faith'
fulnes of the execution. A mind be-

coming stale from drudgery or fatiguo
immediately respond to this other in- -
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dau as a Hearth
Building Diversion.

fluence, nnd the relief Is ovon greater
than that occasioned by sleep.

Sir Astley Cooper, of England, said:
"We should all sleep more soundly if
we made it a rule to play billiards an
hour or two each ovening beforo going
to bed."

Henry Ward Beecher ondorsed it for
similar reasona and for its moral
stimulus.

And tho moral status of billiards has
largely determined its fixed position in
the world 's pastimes. Thero can be no
pommeling of body because of the
method of play; thcro is no uso for vilo
and abusive languuge, becauso one fuils
to make his points; thero is no associa-
tion with corrupting influences and con-

sequently no object of attack, because
of its simple stylo in play and who
shall say that it does not promote a
clean atmosphero and respectable en-

vironment f

The absence of theso things makes
for character building, and any sport
is dependent on character for lasting
effect. Man will not tolerato tho oppo-
site of this, and a give in the sharp line
drawn between theso two points is
merely a tent of the strength of tho
points themselves. The fact that they
still stand disqualifies the test.

The Vnited States is responsible for
the attainment in tho games of billiards
and pocket billiards, and that attain-
ment has been accomplished in a third
of a century. Other nations have in-

fluenced them, protected " them from
harmful invasions, but it remained for
tho great government of democrncy to
place these game within tho reach of
all classes and to Btlmulnto those classes
to an appreciation of their just worth.

A peculiar condition has cxtstea in
this country quite favorable to such a
result. This condition ha two distinct
phasea: Tirst, the nervous, driving
temperament of the people; socond, the
small town community. Tho first

required relaxation which could
not so generally be had iu other lines of
sports. The last equally needed a spur,
for there is little of excitment in email
settlements, and again the gamo of
billiards afforded a more universal re
lief.

Quite logically, thon, It meant tho dis-

semination of knowledge of the games.
What was considered to be only for

gs and tho leisure class has turned
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out to be just, the thing for the medium
and busy classes. It was democratizing
billiards in the fullest senso, but it did
not loso its attraction to thoso wh

have moro timo and money to givo to it.
So. the ovolutlon in tho sport of bil

Hards is tho evolution in tho adaptation
of a pastime to tho people' needs. It

is a long stretch of timo rrom .Mare
Antony to the present day, but what
other variation in the lives of people
has lived so long and still maintained
its basic principle f

And the end I There seems nono; foi
thero are springing up here and thero
over the land tournamontB at a style of

play called three cushion; contests at

pocket billiards, in cities and small
places, that arouse interost without
passions. It i a sort of inter-cit-

rivalry.
Tho home that is more important

still. It has become a meeting place
for the young in the evening, thos
from about the neighborhood, wh o

gather and banter each other's prowess.
But not so much prowess as environ

ment. It is a well established sociolog
ical proposition that the great difficult;,
with homo life today is its lack of prop
er inducement, and thus environment
to tho boy and girl members. Tho mo
ment the boy comes homo from school
doing possibly n few chores, ho runs
away. to this and that place, where he
can and does receive diversion. And
what is worse, when night comes on hi
finds himself so complotely without di
verting influences, no doubt aided by

the nervous temperament of the national
life, that ho is literally forced to seek
them out.

So, applying the principle, parents r.r
now remedying tho difficulty by afford'
ing the diversion sought for a diver-
sion in many forms.

Billiards is ono form a manly, en-

tertaining, educative diversion. It keep
tho young at home, gives them tho stim-
ulus toward upbuilding, and thus
strengthening the moral forces of theil
nature.

Municipalities they recognize the
chnracter building influence of tho ganio
by establishing municipal billiard halli
where those who cannot afford to pay
may enjoy tho gamo under competent
instructors.

Tho evolution in tho pastime of bil
linrds is another step in tho extension
of tho moral element of tho American
people. Tho sport may still claim the
support of all right thinkiug and rihi
living citizens.

f iwm, aW


