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This fuct wasw communicated to »
r fessionnl foot racer, who, with two
snfoderates, one to he hia opponent,

gwept down npon this horde of hungry

parnsitos ono day and proposed A race,
ihe cantestunts by design never baving

on one another before, The ‘' promi
nent I hit heavily at the bait.
Large sums wero put up; the race was
run knd the *'prom t men'" were

Mstung, losing all told $3,000.
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man need, The eomplement of billiards

pockat billinrds, or what was formerly
ealled pool, where the balls are driven
into poekets—has kept pace with |t

It is the only sport with a real his
tory that has survived. Charlot races
are soen no mora oulaids of the Amer.
jean eireus and then in such & small way
a9 to convey litto idea of what they
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pocket billiard table, the room well
ighted, eleanly kept, and eondueted in
ntire conformity to Jocul laws.

In nddition to the pastime feature in
another, the produet of modern ideus of
wealth buil Apd it ssoms strange
that this has application to
rnore than 850 per cent, of people who
seak diversion, wherens it might be fig
yred that other sports would come in
for 8 certain share, That featurs is the
onie property of the ganme—lessening
the strain on brain ¢aused by overworl;
relloving tense nerves, for the same rea-
on, and muking more supple the museles
that bave grown flabby through disuse,

The eduestional fenture ls of no less
importance. For the game of billiurds
sannot ba played with the eyes shut
and the mind closed. Thg exactness
of its seientific qualities dalls forth
every brain faculty the player possesscs
—~making sure that this or that coneep-
tion of & shot is correet ll}" the faith-
fulness of the execution. A mind be-
coming stale from drudgery or fatigus

fenture
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fes, depending on tle whim or pur

of the proprietor
Nuturally, when the plavers were al
sy and partaking of drivk, ooe would
Inéo & bet on the outeame of the gnme.
fhere was no ;"L:‘\;l\'h ngrinst It

@ result was to contaminate It and te
sprend the fnformation that this yvoung
nan and that was belng rulned in s
and so's billiard ball, even when the
gambling or drinking was greatly over
estimated.

But It meant & arusado that lived long.
Every religions or soslal organization i
the nelghborhood took up the ery and
conditions were changed, as they should
bave been. There are places still that
ara not fres from this influenes, but the
number has beea zeduced by fully 7
por eest
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fluence, and the relief fs even gronter
than thut occasloned by sleap,

Sir Astley Cooper, of England, snid;
¢“We should all sleep more soundly if
we made it & rule to play billinrds nn
hour or two each ovening before going
to bed.'’

Henry Ward Beecher ondorsed it for
similnr ressons and for its moral
stimulus,

And the moral status of hilliards has
largely determined its fixed position in
the world's pastimes, Thers ean be no
pommeling of body beeauss of the
method of play; thoro s mo use for vile
and abusive languages, beeauss onp fuils
to maka his points; thero i no ssnocia-
tion with corrupting influences and eon-
sequontly no object of attack, beeanse
and who

of ity simpla style in play
phall eny that lpes not promote o
clean atmosphers and respectable en-

wironment ¥
The nbsence of these things males
racter bmlding, and any sport

i ndent on charneter for lasting
Teet, Mun will not tolerate the oppo
site of this, und a give in the sharp line
drawn  hetwoen thesa two points is
morely a test of the strength of the

poluts themselves, The fact that they
still stand disqualifies the test.

The United States is responsible for
the attaivment in the games of billiards
and pocket hillinrde, aud that attain-
ment has been necomplished in a third
of a centiiry, Other hations have in-
flueniced them, protected ~“them from
harmful invasions, but it remained for
the groat government of democracy to
place these games within the resch of
all clusses aud to stimulnte those elasacs
to an sppreciation of their just worth,

A peculine condition has existed in
this country quite favorabla to such a
This condition hus two distinot

First, tha driving

n 1 narvous,

tempernment of tha people; second, the
gmall town community. The firet nee
exsarily reqoired relaxation which could
not o generally be bad in other lines of
sports. The last equally needed o spur,

for there is little of excitment in gmall
sottlements, and agnin the game of
Lillinrds afforded & more universal re-
lief,

Quits logieally, thon, it meant the dis
somination of knowledge of the games,
What was econsidered to be only for
kings and the lelsure elass has turned

[lealth

Builoing Diversion.

out to be just the thing for the madium
and busy clisses, It was demoerutiziag
billlards in the fullest sense, but it did
pot lose its attractlon to those wh
have more time and money to glve to it

20, the evolution in the sport of bil
linrds is the evolution in the adaptation
of & pastime to the people’s needs, It
is a long stroteh of time from Mar
Antony to the present day, but wha
other varintion in the lves of peopls
has lived so long and still maintained
its bnsio principle?

And the end! There seoms none; for
there are springing up here and thers
over the land tournuments at a style of
play callod three cushion; contests al
pocket billinrds, in cities and Bmall
places, that arouss intercst without
passions, It is of finter-gity
rivalry.

The home—that is mors important
still. It has bucoma n meeting plac
for the young in thes evening, thos
from about the neighborhood, who
gnther and banter each other's prowsas

But not so much proweés as environ
ment. It ie n woll established sociolog
ical proposition that the great difficult;
with home lifo today is its lnck of prop
er Indneement, und thus environment
to the boy and girl members, The mo
ment the boy tomes home from sehool
doing. possibly a few chores, he wuns
awny to this an] that place, where he
ean and does receive diversion. And
what is worse, when night comes on he
fluds himself so completely without di
verting influences, no doubt aided by
the nervous temperamont of the national
life, that ho is literally forced to seek
them out,

So, applying the principle, parents cre
now remodying thoe difficulty by afford:
ing tho diversion sought for—a diver
gion in many Forms,

Billlards is oue form—a manly, en-
tertuining, educative diversion, It keeps
the young st home, gives thom the stim-
ulus  toward upbuilding, nnd thus
strengthening the moral forees of thel
nature,

Municipalities — they recognizs the
character building influence of tho gamo
by establishing munisipal billiard halls
where those who eanunot afford to pay

A sort

may enjoy the game under eompetent
instructors,

The evolution in the pastime of bil
linrds is another step in the extension
of tha mornl element of tha Amerienn
people. The sport may still claim the
support of all right thinking and righi
living eltizena.
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other avenues whare the
sport eoull Lo enjoved and ﬂrmly gave
it & wholesomo position,

There are in the United States today
uearly 1000 Y, M, €. A, organizations
that have one or more billiard tables for
the use of the members, whero a fow
vears ago there were only a handful,
The number of churches that hava
tables, for purely diversion purposes,
is nleo great; and the number of homen
thot are not eompleta withont this
tima runs into the thousands—a short
while l,o thero were searee enough to

speak of,

Ta large citles thers are billiard
that eusfor the “““u. h.l:
proximately $30,000, and the number
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