Provenance Summary

Brunswick 5” x 10" Art Deco Billiard Table — Likely prototype for the 1937 Exposition model, reportedly exhibited at the
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1933 Chicago World’s Fair

Detail view showing gully-return system and three-pedestal Art Deco base (Brunswick design, c. 1930s).



Provenance Summary

Brunswick 5’ x 10" Art Deco Billiard Table — Likely prototype for the 1937 Exposition model, reportedly exhibited at the
1933 Chicago World’s Fair

Description:

+ 5" x 10’ playing surface, three-piece slate bed

* Triple-pedestal base with vertical chrome ribs and concealed stretcher

» Rosewood/walnut veneer with aluminum accents

* Tubular gully system (fiber/cardboard tubes to concealed trough)

* Leather drop pockets believed original

» Spectator bench (repurposed church pew), 1970s overhead lamp, cues, balls, rack, and accessories
* Professionally crated, stored indoors in Colorado

Historical Context:

Brunswick exhibited “modernistic billiard and bar equipment” at the 1933—-34 Chicago World’s Fair. The table’s
triple-pedestal base and chrome trim anticipate Donald Deskey’s 1937 Exposition model. Factory literature confirms
that 5" x 10" Exposition tables used three pedestals “for utmost rigidity” and could include a gully-return system. This
example aligns closely with those specifications, suggesting it may have been an early prototype or Fair-era exhibit later
sold or reproduced commercially.

Ownership History:

Purchased by the current owner’s father at a Philadelphia pool-hall auction in the early 1970s. The auctioneer stated it
had come from Brunswick’s 1933—-1934 World’s Fair display. Though not formally verified, the style, construction, and
period details support that provenance.

Valuation Overview:

Comparable Brunswick Art Deco models (Centennial, Exposition) typically range from $9,000-$12,000 unrestored and
up to $18,000-$20,000 restored. Given the rare triple-pedestal design, intact gully-return, and likely 1933 Chicago
World’s Fair connection, this table is offered at $14,500.

Prepared October 2025.
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