From an article in National Billiard News

by Dick Hatfield

Willie Mosconi, in Springfield, Ohio, March 1954, ran 526 balls in a row for a world record that still stands today. His challenger was Earl "Jake" Bruney, an accomplished hometown pool shark.

The site of the action was East High Billiards, 111 ½ East High in the heart of downtown Springfield, on the second floor above Reco Sporting Goods. "East High" was a first class pool hall run by a first class gentleman named Bob Haas. The only criticizable thing Bob ever did was allow underage guys like me into his establishment. I was 16 - you were supposed to be 18 or older.

The first time I saw Mosconi, I thought he looked like a movie star: impeccably dressed in a tailor-made suit, blue cashmere topcoat, black fedora, and polished black shoes. He was a big hit with everybody, very personable, made small talk with the regulars, and occasionally fed a handful of nickels in the pinball machines. He was a regular guy.

Bruney safe-broke the balls at 8:00pm that March 18th, Mosconi shot second. They safe-shot back and forth a few times, and then Jake found his way clear to pocket the only three balls he'd make that night. After that, Willie took command of that 4X8 Brunswick for the next four and a half hours. At 12:50am, he missed the 527th shot - a six-ball in the corner. It tottered at the pocket, but wouldn't fall. 

A number of Springfielders witnessed this record-breaking performance, including A.Y. "Lefty" Thomas, who made a sketch of the missed shot. Lefty will also authenticate this narrative. About fifty of the witnesses signed an affidavit verifying the high run. 

Although at least three claim to have bought the legendary table that Willie and Jake shot on that night, it's actually owned by George Rude? (Rood), who subsequently part-owned the East High. Later in the 1950s, George played Willie several times in exhibition matches at East High. On a couple of those occasions I took tickets and sold Mosconi's books.
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================================================================================

This is by Mike Shamos:
The following facts can be established through contemporaneous

evidence:  On March 19, 1954 at the East High Billiard Club in

Springfield, Ohio, Mosconi played an announced exhibition against Earl

J. Bruney, a local Springfield player.  (Usually Mosconi advertised in

advance that he was going to give an exhibition but it was up to the

local room to determine who his opponent would be.)  Mosconi beat

Bruney, 200-3, in the exhibition on an 8-foot Brunswick table.  The

length of his unfinished run was not recorded, but he was urged to

continue.  After approximately two additional hours, he reached 526 and

missed a shot.  It is also not recorded what type of shot he missed on,

and recollections of various people are contradictory on this point.

    At least 36 people were present at the end of the run, since they

signed a statement attesting to the run on the stationery of the East

High Billiard Club.  The Billiard Archive has a copy of this document. 

It is signed by, among 35 others, "Earl J. Bruney (opponent)".  Howard

Barrett did not sign it.  This does not mean he wasn't there, just that

he may have had his reasons for not signing.

    While Barrett says in the current Pool & Billiard Magazine that

Mosconi ended his regulation game with a run of only 33, I consider it

unlikely (but not impossible) in view of the fact that Bruney only

scored 3 points.  Mosconi always promised the room owner that he would

run 100 in an exhibition.  If he did not run 100 on his way to a total

of 200, and his last run was 33, he must have taken at least three

innings and probably more.  That means Bruney would have had at least

two chances to shoot and we would expect him to score more than 3

points.  It is more likely that Mosconi broke for Bruney, Bruney ran 3

and then Mosconi ran 200.  He felt in the zone, and so was persuaded to

continue to try to break his previous record of 365, which he set in

Wilmongton, NC in 1953.  (This paragraph is just speculation.)

    The New York Times reported the story on March 21, 1954.  The BCA

recognized the run as an exhibition high run several days after it

occurred.  The requirement for exhibition high runs back then was that

the run must have occurred in an announced exhibition on a table

satisfying BCA specifications and been witnessed.  The reason for

requiring announcement in advance is so the public, and especially the

press, are notified and have a chance to attend.  If the exhibition is

not announced, but is made known only to close friends of the player,

you can imagine that all sorts of questionable records would be

claimed.  There is no category of BCA record for practice runs, since

these do not occur in a competitive situation and are usually not

witnessed.  There are several stories of practice runs in the 700s. 

Whether or not they occurred, they are not records.

    Later in his life, Mosconi, apparently too proud to admit that he

ever missed a shot (admittedly a rare event), started telling people

that he just got tired and put his cue down, and so it is written in

his (auto)biography, "Willie's Game."  But it's just not true.

    Much has been made of the fact that the run of 526 was made on an

8-foot table.  However, I have never seen a convincing argument that

such a run is easier on an 8-foot table than on a 9-footer.  While the

shots are shorter on a smaller table, the chance of the balls getting

tied up is greater, particularly right after a break shot.  There is no

question that such a run is easier on an 8 or 9-foot table than on a

10-foot table.  (Straight pool high run on a 10-foot table: 309. 

Amazingly, this record was set by Crane and TIED by Mosconi.)

    The story surrounding Mike Eufemia's claimed run of 625 is very

complicated.  The upshot is that it is not recognized by the BCA

because it did not meet the standards for an exhibition high run

record.

                      Mike Shamos

                      Chairperson, BCA Statistics and Records Committee
This link is from the National Museum of American

History's website. They have a collection of Willie Mosconi artifacts that was

donated by Willie`s wife Flora. Included on this particular page is a link to a

scan of the official court affidavit attesting to Mosconi`s record 526 ball

run. You can enlarge it and read everything in detail. It`s even signed by his

opponent in the match Earl J. Bruney. 

http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/archives/d9744.htm
